226                * 208 Vaishnavite Divya Desam - III
affection towards the sea named her Taranga mukha Nandhini.
He continued to stay in Oushadagiri. One day, Lord Narayana
appeared and asked the rishi what he wanted. Markandeya then
said that because of his earlier prayers, he had. been blessed
with longevity. But he was not happy with the longevity as
wherever he went, he saw sorrow. He wanted the Lord to
show him a place where there will be no sorrow. He said that
an asareeri voice had promised that his wish would be fulfilled
only at Oushadagiri. He therefore asked the Lord to give him
moksha. He also desired that as he was able to attain the Lord
through Taranga mukha Nandhini, God should continue to stay
in the same place along with Taranga mukha Nandini and give
moksha to all those who prayed at that spot God conceded these
wishes. Taranga mukha Nandhini was none other than Goddess
^lahalakshmi. God also assured that he would give a place
$y His side to Markandeya rishi also so that he would never
be separated from Mahalakshmi. Hence it is that Markandeya
rishi also is seen in the temple at Thiruvahindrapuram.
The Oushadagiri itself has got an interesting stoiy about
its origin.During the epic war between Rama, Lakshmana and
Havana, one day, Lakshmana swooned and fell down on the
battle field. Hanuman was sent to collect some herbs from San-
jeevi mountain. It is believed that while Hanuman was carrying
the Sanjeevi mountain, enroute a portion fell down at Thiru-
vahindrapuram. That came to be known as Oushadachalam. A
number of rishis and munis staying in this place worshipped
Lord Vishnu. All the trees and plants in that mountain are none
other than the rishis and the munis who are praying to Lord
Vishnu hoping to attain moksha. There is a Hayagriva sannidhi
on the top of the mountain. Vadagalai vaishnavite acharya Sri
Swami Desikan did his penance here and had the darshan of
the Lord as Hayagriva. In commemoration of the tapas done
by Swamy Desikan here, there is a Sri Desika tapo mandapam
built on that hill.
Epigraphical Highlights:
There are a number of inscriptions available in the Thiru-
vahindrapuram temple. One inscription on the northern wall of